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HINDU PRARTHANA SAMAJ MARCHES ON

Back in 1966 some of the Hindu families got together with
the idea of celebrating Krishna Janamashtami. It was a
great celebration. We were privileged to use the Donway
United Church Gym. This brought some of the prominent
Hindus together, with the idea of meeting every Sunday for
prayers. As the church pews were not used on Sunday
evening, the church priest had no objection in allowing us
to use the facilities. Once the idea caught on, we started
meeting on a regular basis. Afterwards we were asked by
the church authorities to pay $40 per meeting. Right from
day one this caught us off guard as we were not organized.
However we were happy that the church authorities finally
agreed to allow us the use their facilities free of charge. We
are very thankful to the Donway United Church for the use
of their church premises.

Dr. Bhartendu, Dr. B.K. Gupta, Mrs. K.K. Sabharwal, Mr.
Durlabh Kakdia. Dr. Kumar and Mr. Ramdial Kenny were the
founder members and signatories to the constitution of the
Hindu Prarthana Samaj.

During that period wer felt a strong need to have place of
our owne for worship. In 1971 our dream of having our
own place of worship came true. At that time we had
decided to collect $6000 for the purchase of our own

temple. Dr. Kumra, Mr. Khosla and few others were working
very hard to achieve this goal so we started a life
membership campaign by asking each family to donate
$250 and become life members. After looking at 62 Fern
Avenue it was felt that the building will meet our needs.
About 20 members signed as guarantors for a mortgage
from Royal Bank to purchase 62 Fern Avenue.

It is worth mentioning here that Mr. Gupta was very
generous to donate hsi commission ($2000) on the
purchase of the building. During this time we faced many
problems financial, racial and vandalism. The community
stayed together and helped pay off all the financial
commitments of our premises.

The membership has been steadily /
increasing over the yearsand we AN
have plans to renovate our /, e
building in the near future. ™
With the generous donations |

of the members of the Samaj H =5
we have been able to /
acquire many moorties used |
for worship.
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Total Project Cost
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1 Face lift 2 Inside face lift and
of the temple interior decoration
3 New lights 4 Elevator
New Coat and New
Shoe Room Washrooms
New
Electrerical New
Room Dining Hall



62 Fern Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1K1
Tel: 416-536-9229 - Tel: 416-534-0228
Online Donate E-transfer: hpstemple@gmail.com




